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Let’s talk about transparency. When is the lasetyou heard of anything
going on in your County government? Were you eesrare of who your
representatives were in Wheaton? Certainly if jalow the local newspapers,
you ought to have at least heard about the recedgedi crisis, or the tabled
stormwater fee proposal. But what | find, moreenfthan not, is the people |
speak to at the grocery store or out on the stee¢ not even aware they had a
County government.

What you read in the papers is not enough. Pialit& can take sides or
make hay on issues that, all too often, you wetalyounaware of. The aim of
democracy, from Washington to Springfield to Wheatshould be consensus.
And I'd even go a step further. | believe it i€ ttesponsibility of every elected
official to supply his or her constituents with thmst information they can about
the issues they face in government. What we halg now, at all levels of
government, is a crippling disconnect between theted officials and the people
they serve. Ask anyone on the street who thealloity councilman is, and odds
are they won't know. Ask the average city counaitnwhat the opinion of their
constituents is on a specific issue, and they folgbaiill reiterate their own
position, not the truth. Government’s effectiveneecreases as this disconnect
increases. The average citizen has far too mucsopal business on his or her
plate to worry about; gathering information on thecal officials and the issues
they face is just an added burden. It is up todtfieials themselves to seek out
every resident, and give them that informationatT hfeel, is their duty.

And it will be my duty, if | am elected to represddistrict 5 of DuPage
County. My fellow residents will see every movemkke in a self-authored
newsletter, available via email or post. | willhge to them once every month in a
town hall meeting, addressing County issues. | rgport the situation to them,
gather their opinions, and work hard to build ceorsss — which | will then
represent on the Board. If you visit our Countybsite, you can find a lot of
information, but most of it is swathed in legaledeam willing to wade through
the mess, translate and summarize it, and prowiedottom line to the people |
serve. My email address, P.O. Box, and office ghoamber will all be readily
available. The only way to increase the effectessnof our government is to
increase the population’s interest in government & am willing to work to
generate that interest.



